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speciFic—  ~USAGE = Living and Travel Conditions in Slovakia

Attached are two USAGE reports on living and travel conditions in
‘Slovakia., They were obtained in the course of an operational debrlefing
of a prospective USAGE subagent (SIR-Ol), who recently came out of

Slovakia for training and return,

Since the use of the source of these

reports as a resident agent in Slovakia is contemplated, any evaluations

of the reports for content, accuracy, and reporting

appreciated,
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2-Vien, W/2 atts. o
1-¥ran, w/ 2 atts,
1-POB w/1 att.
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TRA‘IEL CONDIT.{ONS IN SI4 .A:\ T

. It is genemlly ma.dvisable to start a cenv~rsavion on any sudhject
. in a2 train, - I is further inadvisable to wallc im ti2ins or vo loiter at
4 statlons befor: or after the arrival of trains,

2, Dolice checks shnbld bhas expected

stabicors and
alsc particularly om certain lines,

a, BratisB.ava«-Kuty ’

b, Bratis -3.nvo.-l\oa.\ce, ea0ecizily aficr o
Kyzak and Presov ¥

Y

-
1.0

aa and tetween

c, Mihalany-Cierna nad Tlsou
d, Kosice-Medzilahored

e. Kosice-Tahanovece (special workars' wrains on this Aine
are only rarely controlled) :

f. Breclav=Znojmo via Va.ltice .y
. :"

. ¥ The best “rein between Bratislava ard “rsice is the night
express l=av:mg Bratislava 2t abous 2300 hours, It is usually
overcrowded. ' '

3. The normal procedure for the velice chacks is that tws SNB men
A P X
Siv uniform, somziimes accompuniod by an 3TR mer; ask fey the Obciansly
Frevkaz ("Kontrolla Obciansky Preukazov'). Only in tha case oi‘ suspicion

is further investigation made as a ruvle,

L. At the exit of most Pailroad stations, and zimest invariably at
the larger ones, two SNB men are permamertly statisned Lo rekXe Obclansky
Proukaz spot checks, Stations where these contrels are made only PAREly
are: , . ,

a, Male Madrazie Brabislava
b, Vinohrady (formerly Kynamitka)
c. Raca o g _ . » -,

d, Cerveny=Mcal




7. Travel in airplanes is pce.:w ieulariy difficuibt. Trevellers
are sbirictly chocksd by nolice vefore boavrdi m,, 'L 13 plane, spd acarched
Tor firzarms and camaras. Cameras are collected and rsturned after tho
dght is completed. Tickets are issued by the rovarvment travel suracus
caly, end are usually issusd only to persons travelling of ficially, Tha
fare is comparitively low, with a flight “1‘0:& Brabisiava to ho‘s:‘.ce coshing
only 950, and & ronnd trip flight, valdd oo two menths, costing 1,.00

#, Bus travel for long distunces is pract’: \].L impossible, ‘The
loungest exiating ruas known “to sourca wre those b tusen Bretislavae end
littra via Medre, Trnocve, and Sored. Anod hcu bus Lo exiess from Yitre
vm Zlate-Morevce to Banska Bystriva, sad a i.ui “frox Nitra via Lav:.cu,,
Virhne, Banska Stiavaica to Banska Bystr).cn. Tho ordinery bus runs o
coven short distances. Police checks om busses are rare.

Y. Railread time tables are oz sele ab rallroad stations and
wobaseo shops it Ke 40,
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Le It is fre'nr*m”_]y inadvisable to start o conveisehion on any omisact

in & train, 3% is further incdviszble to woltis in bredng or Lo loitar ot
statliong befora or after the arrival of traians,
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ay Bratislava.-liuty .

b, Bratislava-Kogice, especially 2fter Zilina and bstuesn:
+ Kysak and Fresov #

¢, HMihaleny-Cierna nzd Tisou
d. Kosice-Medzilaborce

e. Fosice-Tahanovece (sperial workars! trains on this lidne
are only rarely controll:d)

f. Breslov=Znojmo vi.a Valviza

i ‘ e niahl
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avrercrovded.
3. The rormel procedure for the police choclis is that twe SNB mea
in uniform, zonstimes eccompanizd by an STS man, '_,slf-. e the Obsia mk;y
Treukasz (“h:mbr'ollm Obc:Lans.qr Preukazov®), Oalv iy 't!zr; case of suspicion
is further investigation made as a ruls, '

L. At the exit of most railrcad stations, and elmest iavarizbay at
the larger ones, two SNB men are permnaently ststicned Lo make Jbeinnsicy
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7. Travel in airplanes is particulavly difficelt, Travzllers
are “tl"l(‘tly chacked by police besfore boawvding thp nizns, and sear:s
for firearms and cameras., Cemeras ave collzeted and ieturned ai.;-er the

flignt 1s completed. Ticksbs are issued by Lhe joverimapt travel “Huresus
oaly, and are usually issusd only to vaersons travelling olecl"’ The
fa'M is comparatively low, with-a flight from EBrssisliva to hes:'.cc cost.ing g

only 952. ard a reund teip flight; valid for tws moaths, costing 1,400.

8, Bus travel. for long distznces is I‘I'&Ct"'"illj .L‘J.(‘O‘BS" vle, Tae
longest existing runs koown to sowrce sve those. batwaen melslawa end
Nitra via Medre, Trnsva, and Sered. Avother bus line exists from Nitra
via Zlaie<lio: 'avce to Bawslca ystrice, and & thingd froa Nitra vid Levice,
Vrhne, Banska Stiawnica to Ba.nska B_ysnrica.. The ordicary bus rmng cnly
cover short distances. Police checks on busaes are rare.

9. Railread time tables are on sale a% railroad Suatlons and
tobacen shops "t Ke 40, -
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yarinae L0 -J.LO‘;P;..» & are enbiblad o putolve LED textile coupon

Itha DT rear.

2, ‘'the followirg food ratlon "oupcnv are lssued monthly:-

1,750 kilo meat _

0.250 kile laxd or vegetable fal
0,250 kilo butter

7?7 kile flour

1,250 kile sugar o ; I .

? kilo potatees

3. Potatses and fiscur are sufficlent, but meat and fat are scarce.

Mest meal is sent to canning facteries.
regarding delivery of preducts,

ma; aniy be done in governmeat slaughter houses,

" Pessants are striclly supervised
No slaughtering is permitted on farms, -and’

A L. At the present time both food and textiles c2n be bought in prac-
tically any store, but only at the higher nricss shown in the follewing

paragraph.

5. The following orices were valld &k 53 aozd of &peil) 1952:

Rain coat

withsut Ceupons

Rain coat SR ¥o 1,500 Ke 5,000,
B {4k Points) -

Man's suit 4 2,200. = 3,200, 5,000,
(70 Points)

ShOGS c’,)50c - 6000 2,0@0
(55-60 Point.s) '

Bosts ‘only for the military 10,000,

Short overcoat '2,200. 5,000,

: ; {60 Points)

“iinter evercoat. : 3,500. o 6,000,
(60 Points) o

Man's shirt 250, 600,
(22 Points)

Hat - | 250,

Man's socks 25, - 35, 50,
(1 = 4 Points)

Nylon stockings C - 1,200,

Kunert silk lady's
stockings - 800,

o

L]

]

8,000.

16,00C.

5{000

6,000.

18,000.

IDOOOL' "

600,
120,

1,500.
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